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DE LA BARRA ON STEAMER

Ex-Provisional President Sails
from France for Mexico.

GEN. VILLA NOT CAPTURED

Story That He Was To Be Shot
by Orozco a Carefully
Planned “Fake.”

Paris, March 17, —Franclsco de la Barra,
the ex-provisional President of Mexien, who
has been In Burope for the last few weoks
on a special mission, salled from Cherbourg
to-day on tha steamer Fuerst Blsmarck for
Mexlioo.

Kl Paso, Tex., March 17.—It developed
to-day that the story that General Pancho
Vvilla had been captured and ordered shot
was a capard, carefully planned and exe-
cuted by the insurrectionists. The story
came in a telegram signed “Pascual Oroz-
co” and addressed to Colonel Ponce Jefe
de Arma, at Juarez,

The latter gave the message to A news-
paper man at Chlhuahua, with the assur-
ance that It was authentic. To-day Gieneral
Orozeo digclaimed knowledge of the tele-
gram, and Mexicans who left Chihuahua at
10 o'clock last night, arriving here to-day,
#aid there waa no foundation for the story

It {= said to be the most elaborately
planned of many false reports which have
been put out with a view to glving an im-
pression of rehel succesges
17 Federal General
an army of several hun-
been ordered to abhandon
pacify Zacatecas and re-
ity to strengthen the de

March
with
has

Torreon,
Blanquet,
fAred men,
hi®s mission to
turn to Maxicn
there, according to a report cur-
General Blanquet left
here on Friday to apen line of the
wational Rallwave after rebel depreda-
tlons, He found the task so ea=y that he
| dAeterminad to proceed to Zacatecds, where
eonditions are much dlgturbed. The order
for hia return to the capltal leaves the
fleld to the rebels south of here.

General Gonzales Salas, in charge of all
the forces here, has offersd amnesty to all
rebels who surrender voluntarlly within
the next eight daye

Strong detachments of federals have been
gent north In the direction of Jiminez. It
{s bellevad that a decisive clash will take
place near that point,

| fences
rent here to-day.

the

Meaxico City, March 17.—Reports from the
south arriving to-day in the capltal indl-

cate that the comparative peace estab-
lished by the government's army In the
HBtate of (uerrero has glven place to a

state of affalrs about as unsatisfactory as
esver. The reports of the extensive damage
done at Ometepec and nearby towns by
raldera are well authenticated.

MEXICAN TRADE DECLINES

Imports from U, 8. Show Drop
of 20 Per Cent in Year.

Washington, March 17.—Trade of the
United States with Mexico |8 showing the
eoffect of the dlsturbed business conditlons
in that country. This 18 especially true
with reference to exports, which show a
much greater decline than Imports. Ex-
ports to Mexico during the last year show
a decline of about 2 per cent when coms-
pared with the lmmediately preceding year.
The total value of exports to Mexico dur-
Ing the twelve months ended with January,
1912, 1s $02,271,957, agalnst $64.671,60. Im-

ports from Mexlco during the same period
amounted to $59,227,616, agalnst $59,981,890.
Manufactures form by far the largest
part of our exports to Mexico under ordi-
nary conditlons. Of the 0,000,000 worth of
domestlc merchandise exported to M+-11|u|

| during 1811, manufactures of fron and steel |
alt amotunted to more than $20,000 000

cars, about $2,00000; boots and shoes and
other manufactires of leather, about 2 -
000 cottonseed ofl $2,000, 000 Jun
nearly $1.000,000; sclentift
$1.000,000: chemicals, chiefly manufactired,
over $1,000,000: explosives, nearly $1,000000;
automoblles, over $600,000; agricultural im-
kloss and glassware,

nearly

Instruments, over

plements, over §i00.00
nearly §500,u0; manuficctures of indla rub-
ber, nearly $7,000; furniture, about $760,000,
and a large number of other manufactures
in less amounts.

latest ofMciul publications of the Mexl-
can government show a falling off of abtout
10 per cent In her imports from the United
Htates and npproximately 17 per cent in her
{mports from all other countriea during the
six months ended with December, 1911, Her
exports to the United Btates in the same
period showed a decline of about 3 per
cent, while those to other countries showed
an increase of about 8 per cent.

MEXICAN R. R. STRIKE LIKELY

Men Seek Co-operation of Workers on
This Side of the Border.

AMexica Clty, March 17.—Ordered to write
train orders in Bpanlish, 7% American con-
ductors and engineers, employes of the Na-
tional lines of Mexico, yesterday sent a
delegation of twenty-four members to the
border with instructlons to confer with
tralnmen organizations in the United
Stutes with reference to a probable strike.
The delegation Is headed by Vice-President
Curtls of the Order of Rallway Conductors.
The decision to quit work, It is understood,
will depend largely upon the readiness of
tralnmen north of the border to co-operate

1

San Antonlo, Tex., March I7.—Represen-
tatives of conductors and engineers em-
ployed on a number of rallroads In Mexlco
reached here to-day for a conference con-
cerning differences between the men and
the management of the rallroads, the exact
nature of which, however, they refuse to

divulge.

SUICIDE BLOCKS SUBWAY

Express Train at 14th Street
Mangles Unidentified Man.

As a southbound express traln was roll-
Ing into the lith street gtation yesterday
afternoon at 3:80 o'clock & man, sixty
teat from the south end of the platform,
jumped in front of the train and was
erushed and mangled heyond recognition.

According to Charles Waddell and James
Bennett, the man was walking up and
down the platform before the train ap-
proached. When it was within a few feet
of the spot on which he was standing he
plunged head first to the tracks.

There was a cry from the crowd wait-
ing on the platform as tha heavy wheels
of the traln could be heard crushing him.
The mangled body, distributed between the
first and sixth cars of the train, was
gathered up by Special Patrolmen Cooper
and McBride and a patrolman who was
called from the street, and later was re-
moved to the morgue. This took half an

hour.
Meantime the road was blocked on the
southbound express track. Passengers

wera transferred to the local tracks,

The man was escribed ag belng about
thirty years old. Nothing was found on
the clothing, but in his derby hat were the
initials “E. J. MeC™

BROADWAY FIRE; LOSS, $10,000.

A flre causing a loss of between $5.000
and $10000 to three business concerns
started last night at No. 74 Broadway, in
the Café Washington, from defective in-
sulation, It awept up from the basement
to the first floor, where It ruined much of
the stock of Barlow & Co., manufacturers

of store furniture, From there the flames
spread to the second floor, occupl by
orris The greater part of the

on
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Meyer.
damage ocourred twe lower foors. |

| of

| hes a considerable following

e —

You must expect a greal
deal when you look at the
Matheson,

Broadway at f2nd Street.
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o INREST N CUBA

DEEP UM

People Lack Real Confidence in
Their Government.

President Will Not Accept Re-
nomination, but Cannot Find
Dependable Successor.

Havana, March 17.—Not slnce the re-
sstablishment of the republle by Governor
General Magoon, on January 25, 1909, has
the political situation in Cuba been mors

eomplicated, more diffficult of analysls and
apparently more allve with dangerous
symptome than at the present moment.

There 15 no guestion that throughout the
Island there reigna a splrit of despest une
rest, arleing from lack of confidencs In the
government, and the consequent depression
of business, aggravated by endless political
dissension. Thizs has all the more
vable sincs tha veteran agitation cule
ted, for the time at least, on the rée
Knox's note,

the widespread Jlssatistaction
with ths asdministration of President
Gomez and his relterated protestations
that under no clrcumstances will he ever
eonslder & renomination, an Impreasion ap=
pears to he growing that at the last moe
ment tha general will find himself unable
te salect among tha crowd of candidates &
succespor to whom ha can consclentlously
intrust the destinies of the republic. Many
declare thelr conviction that Gomez I8 the
nne strong man in the country, and pre-
dlct eonfidently that, 1f he falls to succesd
himself, the country, uncontrolled by his
firm grasp, will soon be thrown into an-
archy., Others profess conflience that the
arcaptance of a renomination by President
Gomez will be the signal for an uprising
that will either sweap the country or pre-
cipitate an immediate Intervention by tha
Unitad States.

It is well known that Gomez has 4ons
his utmost to induce General Mario Meno=
cal, the great conservative leader, who, by
reason of his high personal character and
his renown as the greatest surviving leades
of the revolution, may be sald to rank
foremost among living Cubans, to accept
the nomination as a Conservative, with the
backing of the Migualista wing of the Lib-
eral party, Genernl Menocal, however, I8
stromgly disinclined to accept 4 nomina-
tlon, even wera his election to be practl-
cilly assured. Patriot as he Is, It is =ald
by mome who know him best that, under
existing he doubts the possi-
bility that he can serve his country in the
capacity of President,

Gomez {8 sald to have even offered his
support to that uncompromising Conserva-
tive, General Frelre de Andrade, who had
not bean able to see his way to an accepts
Recently the President has declared
himself warmly in favor of p candidacy
E Asbert, the Liberal
Governor of Havana, who {8 making &
strong campalgn in his own provinee and
in Pinar del
Rip. This action has met the strong dls-
approval of many of GomezZa supporters,
notably that of Colonel Orestes Ferrara,
the Speaker of the House Representa=
tives, w reslgnation ns Bpeaker (8 be-
Heved to ve been due to this, and Repres
sentative Men ilso resigned.
Among other wortant supporters of the
FPresldent said to Intend slgnify-
Ing thelr Qt=approval of his course by re-
tirement Muchado, Secretary of
the Department of the Interlor, and prob-
ably the strongest men of the Cabinet,
General Nunez, the president of the Vet

Association, declares, that
palgn will be kept up and that i€
N8 cannot » the dlsmissal
e traltors and guerrillas they will
nselves to the “moralization™ of
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nent and the “Cubanization” of
the count This latter feature calls for
the distr of all public lands among
(ubans, so that the present rapld passing
of land Into the hands of foreigners may
be checked, and the Imposition of increased
taxatlon on forelgn corporations.

NAVY MEN HONOR FUSILEERS

Prairie's Of-f—iC(:I-'S at_ St, Patrick
Service in Gravesend.

[ B3 Tribune.]

London, March 18.—Commander Archi«
bald H. Ecales, of the United States
eruiser Prairie, now lying off Gravesend,
attended the services In a local Roman
Catholic church yesterday.

With him were his brother officers,
who attended the services as a mark ot
respect to the Dublin Fusileers, now
quartered in the borough.

MANIACS CAUSE 900 FIRES

Committee on Safety Says So,
and Argues for Segregation.

The Committee on Bafety of the City ol
New York Is working energetically to se«
curs the passage of the Whitney appro-
priation bill, now pending before the Leg-
islature, which will provide sufficleny
money for the completion and malntenance
of Letchworth Village, a home coleny for
feeble minded and epileptics. It i amon®
this class of persons, according to the
records mathered by the committee, that
the pyromanlacs are found by the thous
sand.

The committea cites the fact that eleven
firea in one apartment house in West 13th
strest inside of five days was the record
for last week, More than twenty fires oc-
curred in other bulldings during the same
perfod  all of which were attributed to
pyromaniace,

The committee has heen conducting an
investigation of incendlary . fires, and says
It has secured conclusive evidence that out
of the fourteon thousand flres in Manhate
tan durlng the last year more than nins
hundred were the work of pyromaniacs,
and that court records show that only
three out of every one hundred of thess
persons were arrested,

The committea states that even when
theso defectives are arrested they are
usually set free ngain after serving a light
prison sentence. 1f the Whitney bill s
pussed Letchworth Village, near Havers
straw, will bo completed, providing ac-
commodations for 580 of thete defectives.
At present the Institution can care for only
one hundred. It is estimated that thers
are more than eighteen thousand such
persons In this state, who are not in any
{netitution, many of whom are & menace
1o the community in which they live,

The commitiee belleves that the present
method of treating the pyromaniacs i
fundamentally wrong, and that such per=
sons should: bo sogregated and afforded .
outdoor lifg and labor,
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